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About Purple Friday
Every year we celebrate Purple Friday on the last Friday of February. It’s 
a day to show your support for LGBT equality and to fundraise for 
LGBT Youth Scotland. 

The day is named after the purple stripe on the LGBT rainbow flag and 
represents “spirit” - the spirit of the LGBT community and their allies. 
On Purple Friday we stand together to pledge our support for equality and to stand up 
against hate and prejudice. 

Now in its 6th year running, Purple Friday in Scotland has grown significantly and has 
become a fixture in many people’s calendars. The yearly celebrations have fostered 
a strong community spirit and we are so excited to see so many individuals, schools, 
community groups, businesses and organisations getting involved year on year.

Covid-19 and related restrictions will undoubtedly still have an impact on our everyday 
lives by the time Purple Friday 2021 takes place. However, we still want to ‘come together’ 
and nurture the community spirit of Purple Friday - even if we can’t do it face to face - 
because together we can stamp out homophobia, biphobia and transphobia in Scotland.

So, whether you’re at school, at work, in your community or at home, we invite you to 
take part and help us make Scotland the best place to grow up for LGBTI young people.  

Find out how to get involved on the next page!
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Pass The Torch Relay
Right now it is difficult for people to get together, yet it has never 
been more important to foster a sense of community and togetherness. 
Purple Friday has always been about the LGBT community and its allies 
coming together and celebrating diversity. This year is no different. 
While we might not be able to have bake sales, raffles and dress purple 
days due to Covid-19 related restrictions, we invite you to join the 
Pass the Torch Relay, the very first virtual Purple Friday event. 

The aim of the Pass the Torch Relay is to build a community of LGBT allies and 
friends across Scotland sending a strong message of support to LGBTI young people and 
raising funds for LGBT Youth Scotland’s life changing services.

You choose how you take part in the relay. Set yourself a challenge – you could walk, run 
or cycle, write a poem, share a blog, or stream on Twitch! Set yourself a fundraising goal, 
or make a donation and then pass the torch by sharing and challenging someone else to 
take part.

You can either take part by yourself or with your friends, colleagues, classmates, or even 
with your dog or guineapig! 

This is how it works:

Choose a challenge for yourself and set yourself a clear goal. 
For example, walk 5 miles or write a poem on Purple Friday. 

Make a donation or ask your friends to sponsor you.

Take a picture of yourself during your challenge and tweet it to 
be pinned to the Purple Map! Make sure to include two hashtags:
#PurpleFriday and #yourtown, for example #Glasgow 

Pass the torch and challenge someone else to take part!
Send a text or tag a friend on social media to get them involved. 

The goal:

Let’s get as many people involved in the ‘Pass the Torch Relay’ as possible!

Let’s raise funds to support the life-changing work of LGBT Youth Scotland!

Let’s turn the map of Scotland purple!

   If you’re working in a school, why not organise your own Purple Friday 
     ‘Pass the Torch Relay’ and get the whole school involved doing laps round the 
        schoolyard?

Working in an office? Set your colleagues a lunch time challenge and   
  take part as a team whether you’re home working or back in the office   
    together. Check out our Purple Friday top tips for businesses here!
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https://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/media/2210/purple-friday-for-businesses.pdf


Purple Friday is our annual fundraising day and it plays an integral part in our ability to 
keep our youth work services running, now more so than ever. By getting involved on the 
day, spreading the word and either fundraising or making a donation, you are helping us 
to be there for LGBTI young people in Scotland when they need it the most.

LGBTI young people face multiple inequalities including social isolation, barriers 
to education and employment, higher rates of mental illness and increased risk of 
homelessness. These are often experienced with homophobia, biphobia and transphobia. 
Unfortunately, we know that these issues are exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic and 
enforced social isolation. 

Young people spend more time online as a result of lockdown measures but many online 
spaces pose an increased risk of cyberbullying and harmful content, especially for LGBTI 
young people. A recent report (TIE: Online in Lockdown, 2020) highlights some shocking 
findings: 60% of LGBT+ young people have seen or experienced online bullying during 
lockdown, with 3/4 reporting that this had been happening more than usual. 

We have been supporting young people during the pandemic via our digital youth work 
services. These include live chat, email and text support, one-to-one video and phone 
support and our ‘Pride & Pixels’ online community on Discord. It’s a safe space for LGBTI 
young people where they can attend groups, workshops and events, make friends and 
gain the peer support normally provided through face-to-face groups and national 
events. 

With your help we can continue to reduce isolation, improve wellbeing and mental 
health and build resilience to equip LGBTI young people to deal with the challenges of 
day-to-day life during this pandemic and beyond.

“Being part of ‘Pride & Pixels’ has been a life saver throughout lockdown and still is now. I 
struggle with my mental health as it is, so having a safe place to chat to friends and youth 
workers online has been such a big help and kept me going. Can’t wait for group tonight!”

      Sophie, 17

“I was so worried about losing my youth group when we went into lockdown but then 
they anounced we would continue to meet online - that was such a relief to me!”

      Chris, 15
Thank you for making a positive difference this Purple Friday!

The impact of Purple Friday
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       Make a donation via our website: www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/donate

       Text PURPLE to 70470 to donate £5
       This costs £5 plus a standard rate message. Alternatively, you can opt to give any 
       whole amount up to £20 by texting LGBT followed by the amount you wish to give 
       (for example, ‘LGBT 15’ to give £15).

how to donate

How to fundraise online
Setting up an online fundraising page is easy and lets you collect sponsorship without 
having to worry about getting cash from people and sending it to us - it does that 
automatically.

You can either set up a fundraising page on or on .

To set up your Virgin Money Giving fundraising page, go here and click ‘start fundraising’ 
on the top right menu to create your fundraiser.

To set up a Facebook fundraising page, you need a Facebook account to begin with.

Once logged into your account, click here or follow these steps:

1. Click Fundraisers in the left menu of your News Feed.
2. Click Raise Money.
3. Select Charity.
4. Select LGBT Youth Scotland, choose a cover photo and fill in the fundraiser

details.
5. Click Create.

Paying in fundraised money on behalf of a school or a business?
The best and most efficient way to pay in your fundraised money is by bank transfer. Just 
email fund@lgbtyouth.org.uk for our bank details.

If you prefer to make a donation by cheque, please make it payable to ‘LGBT Youth 
Scotland’ and send it to: F.A.O. Doro Weber, Fundraising Manager, LGBT Youth Scotland, 
5/1 Mitchell House, Mitchell Street, Edinburgh, EH6 7BD.

How to tweet your photo to the Purple Map
       Take a photo of yourself (alone or with friends or colleagues) during your ‘Pass the  
       Torch Relay’ challenge. You might want to wear purple or hold up a printout of our 

 Purple Friday Torch Logo (downloadable here). 

       Tweet your photo and include two hashtags: #PurpleFriday and #yourtown, 
       for example #Glasgow 

       See your tweet on the map at lgbtyouth.org.uk/purplefridaymap
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Purple Friday merchandise

Rainbow Flag (5FT x 3 FT)

£ 6.00 £ 6.00

Trans Flag (5FT x 3 FT)

Rainbow Lanyards

Special enamel metal Torch Pin Badge

Pass the Torch T-Shirt

Packs of 25mm Button Badges

£ 3.50

£0.20 per badge
minimum order: 50 badges

£3.50 per badge
See bulk discounts available below

Get yourself kitted out with some lovely new Purple Friday merchandise - check out the 
gorgeous ‘Special Torch Badge’, our new purple T-shirts and ‘popular by demand’ rainbow 
lanyards! All prices are inclusive of VAT. 

You can order your merchandise via our website here: lgbtyouth.org.uk/purplemerch

        For faster fulfillment time, we recommend paying by card. 

        You can also provide a purchase order number and we will invoice you.

        All resources are limited, order early to avoid disappointment. 

        Our shop is open until 8th February 2021 and orders are shipped from mid January. 

£ 14.00
Available in S / M / L / XL / XXL
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Torch Pin Badges: 1 - £3.50 | 2 - £7.00 | 3 - £9.00 | 5 - £15.00 | 10 - £25.00 | 50 - £45.00 | 100 - £75.00

FREE SHIPPING ON ALL ORDERS

https://lgbtyouth.org.uk/purplemerch


Don’t panic! You’ve probably have just missed a step. 
Head back to Twitter and make  sure: 

You’ve uploaded a picture with your tweet

You’ve included #PurpleFriday and a # with your town name, like #Stirling or  #Dundee

Now post your tweet and head back to the map at lgbtyouth.org.uk/purplefridaymap

First, check the question above to check if you’ve met the critera. If you haven’t that  might be why. 
If you still can’t find it then you’ll need to do some scrolling. Each area  will have a list with every 
tweet that’s been posted nearby. We promise if you keep at  it you’ll find yours in the list!

Nope! We know your privacy is important, so we’ve made sure the map only shows  your region, 
not your precise location. Now, if that’s been holding you back, make  sure to get on Twitter and 
paint Scotland purple!

We want to get a little healthy competition between communities going. So, if your  town isn’t purple 
yet, it means there’s still work to do! Each region needs to hit a  certain number of tweets before it 
turns purple, so your town probably needs a few  more tweets! To paint your town purple, then rally 
your community and ask every one  you know to post their pics on Twitter with #PurpleFriday and 
#your town.

Head to lgbtyouth.org.uk/purplefridaymap to see the map turn purple. Throughout the day the 
map will constantly be updated.

The Purple Map will go live on 00:00 on Friday, 26 February 2021 and be 
open for 24 hours. You will still be able to see the map and the pinned photos 
for some time after Purple Friday has taken place.

purple map faq

why won’t my tweet work?

I can’t find my tweet!

can anyone see my location?

why isn’t my town purple yet?

where can I see the purple map?

when can I tweet paint the map purple?
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fund@lgbtyouth.org.uk

lgbtyouth.org.uk/purplefriday

@lgbtys

@lgbtys

Contact us

https://lgbtyouth.org.uk/purplefriday
https://twitter.com/lgbtys
https://facebook.com/lgbtys
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