LESSON TITLE: LGBT HISTORY MONTH 2023:
THE LEGACY OF SECTION 28

Lesson Overview

This lesson is designed to be completed over 2 class periods, it can be taught over 1 class
period if the tasks on slide 10 and 11 are left out.

The purpose of this lesson is to teach young people about Section 28 and how it
impacted the LGBT+ community and education, and how activists campaigned
against Section 28. 2023 marks 20 years since Section 28 was repealed in
England and Wales and 20 years since it was repealed in Scotland.

Relevant Benchmarks/E's and 0's

. | can use evidence selectively to research current social, political or economic issues.
SOC 2-15a

- | can explain why a group | have identified might experience inequality and can suggest
ways in which this inequality might be addressed. SOC 3-16a

. | can show my understanding of what I listen to or watch by responding to literal,
inferential, evaluative and other types of questions, and by asking different kinds of
questions of my own. LIT 2-07a

Materials Needed Possibhle Differentiation

. Lesson PowerPoint - LGBT Youth - Collaborative Learning - all tasks can be
Scotland done individually or in pairs

. Paper and Pen/ Pencil - Task Choice - For the writing element of

. Colour Pens/Pencils this lesson 2 options have been provided,

. YouTube Access the learner should select the option better
suited to their needs and interests

- Digital Learners - For learners that use

computers the tasks can be done digitally
and a copy of the slides can be provided




Learning Intention and Success Criteria

Learning Intention:
We are learning about Section 28 and exploring the impact it has on the LGBT+ community
in the UK.

Success Criteria:
- | can describe what Section 28 was
| can give 2 reasons why Section 28 was passed
| can give at least 1 example of how Section 28 impacted the LGBT+ community
| can give 1 example of how life in school changed under Section 28
| can give 1 example of activism against the passing of Section 28

Slide 1-2 - Introduction (3m)

LGBT HISTORY MONTH 2023: The introductory slides primarily describe
S what LGBT History Month is and why it is
‘What iz LEBT History Month? celebrated .
LGET History Month takes place in February every year and offers the chance o connect . . . .
il e Ll i - et We have not included the learning intention
PEEE———— and success criteria on the slides but you
LGET History Mon‘ua was first celebrated in the USA in 1994 a high school llis‘tory_!eaum . .
oot LT peop v e o ity S 1954 LT oy Mo s may wish to read them out at this stage.
erpeq i ceshetins ot ol This slide can be read in its entirety or
shortened to key points.

Scotland's first LGET History Month took place in 2005,
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Slide 3 - Starter Task (10m)

Tk, Fal Shiens This activity is design to assess learners
existing knowledge and understanding.

Ll bl s i it Pupils should take 1-2m to consider the

1. Whatis Section 287 questions , spend 1-2m sharing with a

2 (it o sivesdy asou lbouic i a0k (fisatsd psogiot partner and discussing , then open the

3. If you have not heard of Section 28, have a guess at what you think it might be. diSCUSSion tO the Wh0|e CIaSS and hear
pupils thoughts on the 3 questions. If
students want to write down their thoughts
they can but it is not required.




Whatis ecion 287 IBRARY DEFIANT

In 1558 the UK government led by Margaret Thalcher, passed
Section 28 {ofen referred to as Clause 28) into law. This banned
teachers from delivering any content or support that may be
Sion a5 "proamoting homesaxuality’,

As @ result, LGBT chubs and groups shut down across the
cowntry and all LGET books were removed from Rbrasies and
bosk shops. People staried to self-censor what they sald for
fear they would breach Section 28.

Teachers stopped teaching children about LGET people and
same-sex relationships, meandng LGET pupils had very limited
support amund their LGET identity and positive messages about
LGET people started to be less vigble. During this time
hemophobla against both pupdts and stalf suddenly started to
Increase.
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‘Why was Section 28 allowed to pass?

The passing of Section 28 came at the peak of

anti-gay views in the UK. It was passed during

the HIVINDS epidemic which was largely

considered both in the USA and UK as a ‘gay

disease’ and people began to fear both the

disease and the LGBT+ community. “Because of Section 28, a lot of beachers felt ey coulda’t

stap in. Itid a lot of damage to people ke me.~

Section 28 also came as a backlash to the 1 ot erssnd e T vos s
children’s book “Jenny Lives with Eric & Martin" Completaty. Iscussion
which was initially written to educate children B e eI R
and tells the story of Jenny who lives with her Moruat ey o ey

father and his boyfriend. It was one of the first

children’s books to openly show a homosexual

family. In 1986 a newspaper reporfed that a

copy of the book was on display in the ibary of

a London primary school which sparked hate

and Protests and i
against the book followed.

Activism Against Section 28

Section 28 was in place in the UK for 15 years in England and
= "‘ Wales and 12 years in Scolland. It was met with mass protests
FIGHT for from the LGBT+ community and allies. Young, odd, gay, lesbian,
LESBIAN & bisexual, and trans people ook to the streets in a number of
GAY RIGHTS! marches across the UK. Celebrities such as Sir lan McKellen and
Boy George also publicly spoke out against Section 28 in the
media.
Some groups found inventive ways of protesting. For example on
23 May 1983, the evening before Section 28 came into force,
leshian activists stormed the BBC News studio where midway
through the $ix 0'Clock News wearing T-shirts that said 'Stop the
Clause'. Others abseiled into the House of Lords during the vote.

2023 marks 20 years since Section 23 was repealed in England
and Wales and 23 years since it was repealed in Scotland,
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Video Clip Activity
Watch the video clip below and think about the following questions and be prepared to feedback verbally:

- 1. What impact did Section 28 have on teachers?

2. What impact do you think Section 28 had on
students?

3. What do you think the long term impact of Section
28 might be? How do you think it might still affect
some people today?

Slide 4-6 - Information (15m)

These slides give information to the learners
about Section 28 and can be read out or printed.
It is recommended that questions are asked
between each slide to check for understanding.
You may wish to print these slides out for group
discussions or a wider class discussion.

Optional questions for slide 4:

1.What is does LGBT+ mean?

2. What is censorship?

3. How do you think LGBT+ people at the time
would of felt when this bill was passed?

Optional questions for Slide 5:
1.Why do you think the HIV/AIDS epidemic
contributed to anti-gay views?
2. Do you know of any books or media that have
caused controversy in recent years?
3. What does the quote tell you about how
Section 28 impacted people?

Optional questions for Slide 6:
1.What other political protests have happened
that you can think of?
2. Can give you give examples of other ways
people have protested political causes such as
the climate change and the human rights?
Example: BLM protests

Slide 7 - Video Activity (10m)

Students should watch the video linked and
then verbally feedback their thoughts to the 3
questions on the slides.

It may be helpful to get students to make
notes whilst watching the video.

The video is 3m long and is created by Pink
News

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=SimmHYICmEA&feature=youtu.be




Slide 8 - Conclusion (5-10m)

The concluding slide for period 1 should be
LGBT+ Inclusion in Scotland today read out. All statistics come from LGBT Youth

Scotland has come a long way in LGBT+ rights since Section 28,

with Scotland being the first country to include LGBT+ education Scotland IS Life in Scotland Survey (2022).

as part of their national curriculum.
However LGBT+ people still often face discrimination. Here are

some statistics from the Lifa in Scotland 2022 survey: Over 1’200 LGBT+ young people were
B R surveyed. You may wish to conclude the

= T70% of gay and lesbian participants stated they experienced

bullying at school lesson by asking these questions:

= E9% of participants belleve transphobla s a big problem in
Scotland

1% of gay and lesblan particpants and 49% of ransgender 1.What progress has been made in LGBT+
participants experienced a hate crime in the last year . . .
T —— Equality in Scotland since the repeal of
th ade since Section 28 and th k that is yet to be . . .
amopaos, Section 28 in 2000 (2003 in England and
' Wales)?
2.Can you summarise some of the issues
LGBT+ people in Scotland still face?

Slide 9- Period 2 Starter (5-10m)

Start off Period 2 by getting learners to note
down slogans and images they see in the
pictures on the slides.

Then ask the class to feedback verbally
what they noticed in these pictures of
protests against Section 28.

Writing/Creative Activity
Look at the images bekow,

Writing/Campaign Activity Option 1 - Newspaper Article TR Clauise 2 Slide 10'1 2 - Lite ra cy/ DBSigﬂ

Pick from Dption 1 or 2 10 work on:

e Activity (40m)

occurting. Write 3 newspaper
this time.

= Think sl whal was hippehing, why il was Rappening aad how pecpli

Pupils have been given two options for tasks.
The first option is a newspaper writing task and
o = is more focused on literacy skills. The second
: Emﬁiz“;xfﬂ;“ﬁm;: el option is a social media campaign design task

i et i co ey Scrap 2 : _ and will require focus on images and design.
fr i e e, Learners should pick the task most suited to
their needs and interests. Students could work
on this individually or in pairs.
Full instructions for both tasks can be found on
the slides.
To conclude this lesson pupils could present the
work they completed. Alternatively you may
itk @O @O Oty wish to ask "Why is it important to remember
events like Section 28?" and discuss this with

learners as a plenary task.

Writing/Campaign Activity Option 2 - Social Media Campaign




