
LESSON TITLE: LGBT HISTORY MONTH 2023:
THE LEGACY OF SECTION 28

 
Lesson Overview 

Relevant Benchmarks/E's and O's 

Materials Needed Possible Differentiation 

I can use evidence selectively to research current social, political or economic issues. 
SOC 2-15a
I can explain why a group I have identified might experience inequality and can suggest 
ways in which this inequality might be addressed. SOC 3-16a
I can show my understanding of what I listen to or watch by responding to literal, 
inferential, evaluative and other types of questions, and by asking different kinds of 
questions of my own. LIT 2-07a

Lesson PowerPoint - LGBT Youth 
Scotland  
Paper and Pen/ Pencil
Colour Pens/Pencils
YouTube Access 

This lesson is designed to be completed over 2 class periods, it can be taught over 1 class 
period if the tasks on slide 10 and 11 are left out. 

The purpose of this lesson is to teach young people about Section 28 and how it 
impacted the LGBT+ community and education, and how activists campaigned 
against Section 28. 2023 marks 20 years since Section 28 was repealed in 
England and Wales and 20 years since it was repealed in Scotland. 

Collaborative Learning - all tasks can be 
done individually or in pairs
Task Choice - For the writing element of 
this lesson 2 options have been provided, 
the learner should select the option better 
suited to their needs and interests
Digital Learners - For learners that use 
computers the tasks can be done digitally 
and a copy of the slides can be provided



Learning Intention and Success Criteria

Slide 1-2 - Introduction (3m) 

Slide 3 - Starter Task (10m)

I can describe what Section 28 was 
I can give 2 reasons why Section 28 was passed
I can give at least 1 example of how Section 28 impacted the LGBT+ community 
I can give 1 example of how life in school changed under Section 28 
I can give 1 example of activism against the passing of Section 28

Learning Intention:
We are learning about Section 28 and exploring the impact it has on the LGBT+ community 
in the UK. 

Success Criteria:

 

The introductory slides primarily describe
what LGBT History Month is and why it is
celebrated.
We have not included the learning intention
and success criteria on the slides but you
may wish to read them out at this stage. 
This slide can be read in its entirety or
shortened to key points. 

This activity is design to assess learners 
existing knowledge and understanding. 
Pupils should take 1-2m to consider the 
questions , spend 1-2m sharing with a 
partner and discussing , then open the 
discussion to the whole class and hear 
pupils thoughts on the 3 questions. If 
students want to write down their thoughts 
they can but it is not required. 



Slide 4-6 - Information (15m)

Slide 7 - Video Activity (10m)

Why do you think the HIV/AIDS epidemic
contributed to anti-gay views?

What other political protests have happened
that you can think of? 

These slides give information to the learners
about Section 28 and can be read out or printed.
It is recommended that questions are asked
between each slide to check for understanding.
You may wish to print these slides out for group
discussions or a wider class discussion.  

Optional questions for slide 4: 
1.What is does LGBT+ mean? 
2. What is censorship? 
3. How do you think LGBT+ people at the time
would of felt when this bill was passed? 

Optional questions for Slide 5: 
1.

2. Do you know of any books or media that have
caused controversy in recent years? 
3. What does the quote tell you about how
Section 28 impacted people?

Optional questions for Slide 6: 
1.

2. Can give you give examples of other ways
people have protested political causes such as
the climate change and the human rights?
Example: BLM protests

 

Students should watch the video linked and 
then verbally feedback their thoughts to the 3 
questions on the slides.
It may be helpful to get students to make 
notes whilst watching the video.
The video is 3m long and is created by Pink 
News 
Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=SimmHYlCmEA&feature=youtu.be



Slide 8 - Conclusion (5-10m)

Slide 9- Period 2 Starter (5-10m)

Slide 10-12 - Literacy/Design 
Activity  (40m) 

What progress has been made in LGBT+ 
Equality in Scotland since the repeal of 
Section 28 in 2000 (2003 in England and 
Wales)? 
Can you summarise some of the issues 
LGBT+ people in Scotland still face?

The concluding slide for period 1 should be 
read out. All statistics come from LGBT Youth 
Scotland's Life in Scotland Survey (2022). 
Over 1,200 LGBT+ young people were 
surveyed. You may wish to conclude the 
lesson by asking these questions: 

1.

2.

Start off Period 2 by getting learners  to note 
down slogans and images they see in the 
pictures on the slides.
Then ask the class to feedback verbally 
what they noticed in these pictures of 
protests against Section 28.

 

Pupils have been given two options for tasks. 
The first option is a newspaper writing task and 
is more focused on literacy skills. The second 
option is a social media campaign design task 
and will require focus on images and design. 
Learners should pick the task most suited  to 
their needs and interests. Students could work 
on this individually or in pairs. 
Full instructions for both tasks can be found on 
the slides. 
To conclude this lesson pupils could present the 
work they completed. Alternatively you may 
wish to ask "Why is it important to remember 
events like Section 28?" and discuss this with 
learners as a plenary task. 


